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OrDINARY of NEwGaTE his ACCOUNT, 
of the Behaviour, Confeſſion, and laſt dying Words of the 
Seven BEACKS, who were Executed at Tyburn, on Wedne(- 
day, the th of December, 1723. 
Even Men, call'd Berkſbire-Blacks, having been apprehended, (purſuant 
8 to a late Act of Parliament relating to Perſons going arm'd in Diſguiſe, ) 
and committed to Winchefter-Goal, and from thence by Habeas Corpus re- 
mov'd under a Guard of Soldiers to Newgate. On Wedneſday the 13th of 
Xvember laſt came on their Tryals, at the Court of King's BENCH; be- 
fore the Honourable Mr. Juſtice Hre. The Evidenœ being ſtrong, the Jury | 
faund them all Guilty of Felony, ny three of Murther likewiſe, On 
Tueſday, November 19, Sentence of Death was pronounc'd upon them; and 
on the 27th a Rule of Court was made for their Execution. | 
They had Prayers in the Chapel twice a-day after Condemnation-; but it | 
was their Misfortune, that they could attend to them only when firſt under | 
Sentence; 2frerwards, loſing their Senſes, and being many of them Light- 
headed, they were moſtly incapacitated from Reading and Praying; this 
they, imputed to their miſerable Place of Confinement, having been ac: 
euſtom'd to free Air in a Country Life. Marſhal, who was the Perſon 
at ſhot when Death enſued, was moſt viſited by God's Hand with ſickneſs : 
As ſoon as Judgment was Pronounc'd upon him, he was taken Speechleſs, 
nd continued without the power of Language, till a little before his 
Death. And this was the greater Misfortune, as he could not Read ot 
Write, nor appear'd to have any, even the leaſt Notion of his Duty, or of 
the danger and wretched Condition he was in: But in the Place of Confine- 
ment, were Men not under Condemnation, who aſſiſted theſe unhappy 
Wretches in preparing for Eternity, by Reading to them, at thoſe times 
when they were not ſent for to the Publick Chapel. And no Women, that 
heard of, being put amongſt them, they had no Interruptions, no Avoca- 
ons, not any thing to call off their Attentions from God and Heaven. 
On the Sunday before their Execution, I was defir'd to preach to them 
rom the following Words; Exel, 19. 6, 7, and 8 Verſes. ; 
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overſpread with their Net, and be put in Ward, in Chains, and Fetters. For 
24 and a King, 2 


Nations were ſet againſt them: How then they were to behave themſelves 
as Men and Chriſtians, tho“ they had ravag'd the Foreſts for Prey, like ra- 
venous Beaſts : How they muſt act to eſcape Eternal Chains, as they were put 
in Ward and Chains on Earth ; Enumerating the Principal Branches of their 
Duty, as it had been deliver'd to them before in more ampk Terms. 
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The Account of theſe Vnbapp) Men, when under Condemnation. 
1. DICHARD PARVIN, Maſter of a Publick-Houſe in Porrſmonth, 


from his firſt Commitment, was moſt ſerious in Deportment, as if ſome 

Melancholy reſted upon him ; but I fear, the ſtrong Notions he entertain'd of 
a Reprieve, in ſome Meaſure prevented his placing his Thoughts wholly on 
Heaven ; and his perſiſting in the Declaration, that he was Innocent of the 
Offence he was to Die for, made it queſtionable, whither (when alone) he 
had any Tears of Contrition, any hearty ſorrow. 

He talk'd much, that being two Months in Wincheſter-Goal, the Keeper 
(whoſe Name I think is Scate) continually deſired Fames Anſel and. Pink, 
ao be honeſt and clear Parvin : And added, that Anſel being eas in 
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Newgate, did inention to the Gentlemen ſome. things to his Advantage; 
but it ſeems one of his Cumrzdes ſaid upon the Road, That whatever 
happened they would not loſe the Company of their Landlord, He affirm d 
that he was Maſter but of one poor Horſe, which uſed to go upon ft 
Common, nor was able to carry ſuch Loads of Veniſon as they were re- 
ported to bring from the Fbreſts; and therefore pretended he could not 
furniſh them with Horſes, But the Allegations againſt him, appear'd on his 
Tryal to be fully proved. x | 
Being ask'd, if he was ſo very Innocent, how he then came to be in 
the Foreſt with the Plunderers, on the 28th of July, when the Violence was 
ated > He anſwer'd, That he was not with them, but was indeed on the 
Foreſt ; for having a young Maid, who was admired by ſeveral Gentlemen, 
ſhe happen'd in an ill Mood, to fly from him, over the Foreſt, (call'd, as I re- 
member Bear- Foreſt;) Thinking that her leaving him, might be prejudi- 
cial to his Trade, he haſted after her, and in the ſearch, call*d to refreſh him- 
ſelf at an Ale-houſe upon the Foreſt, kept by Mr. Par ford (who was an Evidence 
againſt theſe Men) | think he added, that at that Houſe he feund his 
Maid. He farther ſaid, thit a Perſon who ſells Vi&nals in Portſmouth, 
and who hired a Man to ride to London, and attend their Tryals, 
(that he might give them immediate Notice if his Name was call'd in 
Queſtion) could have clear'd up his Innocence, and *twould haus been a Chri- 
ſtian part to haue done ſo. He aſſerted, that he could have gotten ſuffici- 
ent Evidence from Berkſhire, had he been poſſeſs d of Money; but the May- 
or, of Portſmouth having ſeized upon all his Subſlance, and be being buyried 


away from thence to Priſon, he was ſo far from being able to bring Witneſſes 


to London, that his poor Family was already reducedto a moſt deplorable Con- 


dition. 

He was oft and oft requir'd to forgoe theſe Thoughts, and to place his 
Mind upon a future Eſtate. But nothing could make him believe that he 
either ſhould or ought to ſuffer Death: Yet his Behaviour was not any way 
indecent or unbecoming, but grave and dejected : Being above 40 Years of 
Age, he could not but conſider the Conſequence of negle&ing his Soul, 
thro' Expe ctations of what might deceive him to his eternal Ruin. 

2. EDW ARD ELLIOT, a Lad about 17 Years old, was born at a 
Village between Petteſworth and Guildford. His Father (who is a Taylor) 
took Care to learn him to Read and Write well, and alfo inſtruct him in 
early Principles of Virtue. This Elliot ſaid, that about a Year before he was 
apprehended, 30 or 40 Perſons met him in Swrrey, and hurry'd him away; 
the Captain of 'em ſaying, He enliſted him in the Name of the KiNG ot 
Blacks, and he muſt diſguiſe his Face, and obey Orders, whither it was to 
break down the Heads of Fiſh-ponds, to [laughter Deer, to cut down Woods. or 
the lite; and if he refuſed to enter himſelf among them, and to make a faith» 
ful Out h th be true to them and their Intereſts, they would turn him into a 
Beat, he ſhould eat any Roots; and drink only Water, and bear Burdens, as 
one of their Hoxſes, &c. However he, at laſt, eſcaped from them; after he 
had ſeen them abuſe two Men, who ſpoke them foul, by ſetting them faſt 
in the Ground to their Chins, and then tormenting, and teaſing them in a 
fooliſh and moſt ridiculous Manner, fo as befitted Dogs, rather than Men: 
And after he had ſeen them take a Cart, by Compulſion, and oblige the 
Driver to carry them, and what they had with them, ſevers] Miles, out of 
his Way - which he did, and gave them very fair Words beſides. But ha- 
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ving ſoon eſcaped from them, he was afraid to t2'k of his Bondage, on A 
count of his Oath, and as knowing that they would lay wait and ſhoot him, 
At the Time that he was apprehended, he ſaid, he lived with a Widow 
Gentlewoman, where he wanted no Happineſs Life could afford. But the 
Morning the Keeper was murder'd, Marſhall and King ſhell, and four others, 
(of whom one only is yet taken) light of him, and (as he affirm'd) ask'd 
him to eccompany them to Farnham-Holt ; for *rwould be very beneficial to 
him, and ſo far from diſobliging, that twould oblige Gentlemen, who would 
preſerve him from Danger. | Accordingly, (as he added) Seven of them 
black'd their Faces, (moſtly with rubbing Gun-powder upon them) and ha- 
ving provided Arms and Inſtruments, ſet out upon the Fital Expedition, 
He ſaid, that he trembled, and could ſcarce walk to the Holt, tho“ at other 
Times he could travel 30 Miles a Day on Foot. As they were buſy at their 
Game, and the Deer flying about the Woods, and the Keepers all 
alarm'd, and with Aſſiſtance, were in the Holt in ſearch of them; he was 
wander'd a great diſtance from his Comrades, afcer a Fawn that was very 
young, and which he intended to have taken alive, to ſend to 1 young Woman 
that lived at Guildford ; when on a ſudden the Keepers were upon bim, and 
apprehended him, and tying him faſt and ſecure, followed in purſuit of the 
others. They ſoon found them; the Keepers (as I think he ſaid) being ſix, 
and the black' d Men ſeven in Number. After a fierce Encounter with 
Quarter-Staves, (as King ſbell told me) the black'd Men were deſired to re- 
tire: But they reſolving to dye or conquer, flung a Defiance in their Teeth, 
and more furiouſly {et upon them, not regarding their Lives, nor conſider- 
ing the loaded Guns that the Keepers preſented before them. After a warm 
Fight, one of the black'd Men (whoſe Name I am told is Barber) was ſhot, 
and had his Thigh ſharter'd to pieces: But one of the Under Keepers, as I 
think, belonging to the Lady Holt, was kilPd by a ſhot from the Gun of 
Marſball. The Keepers being then reſolved to ſpare none, preſs'd more warmly 
upon them, till they all ran away, leaving Marſhall and King ſbell taken, and 
alſo Barber, who fell wounded on the Graſs, | | 
Elliot hearing this Encounter, {aid he was terrify'd, knowing he 
muſt anſwer for all that ſhonld be Tranſacted. And the Effects of. it he 
found to be very heavy; No leſs than h's Life being forfeited; but as 
to his Soul, he appear'd to take much Cire in preparing himſelf for Futuri- 
ty, and making his Peace with Heaven before he enter'd on Eternity ; greatly 
lamenting his not living quietly at Home, where he might have continu'd 

happy, with Plenty abont him. | 
3. ROBERT KINGSHELL, was about 26 Years of Age; and living in the 
fame Houſe with his Parents (being Apprentice to his Brother a Shoes 
maker) in a Village ca(ld Farneſs, he ſaid his Father had a particular Eye 
over him, leſt he ſhould run into any Enormities; but he believed it was the 
Work of Providence, That the Night before the fatal Accident happen'd, 
that made them Guilty of the taking away the life of a Man, he was ſleep- 
ing in his Bed, as was all the Family; when, about 11 of the Clock, Jobs 
Barber gave a ſignal at his Chamber Window, that awaken'd him, and get- 
ing privately out of the Houſe, he was receiv'd by Barber upon his Horſe, and 
carry*d toward the Holt, which was 12 Mikes diſtant. In the way, accord- 
ing to his appointment, they call'd upon Henry Marſhal, whom they found 
wandering about alone in the Stręet where ke lived; he arm'd himſelf, and 
8 | | mount- 
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mounting, went with them to call Elliot and the Reſt. He added, that tho* 
they ſet out at Midnight, *twas 8 in the Morning beſore the Keepers mos 
lefted them. 
Spying the Keepers at ſome diſtunce Henry Marſhall wearing he would 
fire upon the firſt he wet, was defir'd by this King ſhell to fight with Staves 
gs floutly as be could, but to take Care how be took Life, Which Mar ſball 
would not regard. He added. that when the Keepers deſir'd them to retire, 
he anſwer'd, that they wou Iq retire if Hiot the hound - Man ſhould be de- 
liver'd to them but they had more Honour, than to go off with ſafety 
and leave their Friend in Danger. But the Encounter being begun, 
Barbers Thigh ſhatrer*d, and he ſo taken, One of the Keepers beſides lying 
on the Ground, 'in Blood. who expired immediately, three of the Black'd 


Men ran away, and left two üghting, one wounded, and one feizd.and 


bound. 

This unfortunate Man had all the Symptoms of a ſincere Penitent ; 1 was 
:Nured that he ſpent whole Nights in Reading and Praying, often allowing 
himſelf no Reſt at all. If any were idle and impertinent he check'd them, 
and beg'd they d conſider whither they were going, and what Eternity was. 
He procur 'd what Books were neceſſary; and took particular Care to un- 
deritand the Nature of the Sacrament, and what ought to be the Qualiticati- 
27 of One who intended worthily to Receive it. 

. HENRT MARSHALL, This Prifoner was near 35 Years old, ſmall 
yy Stature, but Robuſt; one who 4iſtinguiſh'd himſelf by his Skill and 
Strength in Ruiſtick Exerciſes. I was told he once broke the Arm of an 
Highwayman, who was, robbing a Gentleman upon the Road, near to a 
Paſture where his Buſineſs ben day, He was Servant to a Farmer and 
Butcher, in a Village call'd (I think) Lephook, being unmarried. 

As he was bereav'd of his Spcech, by the Will of God, I had little Op- 
portunity cf Diſcourſe with him, his 'Tongue not being looſed till the Day 
before he died ; but then found that he neither attempted to deny, or pal- 
liate the Murder he had committed; but appear'd. (as I could juſt diſtin— 
guiſh'd his Speech) to think it was 2 trffing Matter, and that he had a 
Right to ſtand upon his own Defence, and not to leave 2 Companion a- 
mong his Enemies, What he ſaid to him to the contrary, he made but 
Lght of. When! asked him if he conſider'd what a great work it was to 
repent for the Sin of Murder, ſo as to {ave his Soul from Ruin > His re- 

ly was, That to be ſure he ſhould take care of himſelf As he could not 
Read, a Perſon in the Conde mn d- Hold, was defir'd to Read to him, * hope 
he regarde 24 him. When Sick, he was very uncaſy, but it was on Account of 
his ſickne ſs, and appear'd very deſirous to recover his bodily Health, But 


Death approaching near, he ſeem'd not any way to regard it, or to be a 


ny more concern'd than when it was diſtant never having entertained (as 
I believe) any Expectations of 2 Pardon or Reprieve. As he was ſo deep- 
ly ſtrook by the Hand of GoJ while, under Misfortunes, we may hope 
that God will take pity upon him another day. | 
5 and 6, EDIV ARD and JOHN BINK, Two Brothers, were both Carters 
In Portſmeub, acconuted induſtrious young Fellows, till corrupted by Com- 
pany of Anſel and others. Jon ſaid he bclieved the Evidence was the 
ſeverer againſt Him and Anſel. becauſe ſome time 480, they ran away with 
his Wife, adding that he ought to ewe them no 111- will becauſe they had 
return'd his Wife to him again, He acknowledg'd Adultery to be a Sin, 
but had not the ſame Sentiments with regard to ſpoiling and waſting Foreſts 
and Publick Chaces. 
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The Houſekeeper belonging to Parvin, going croſs the Foreſt of Hear, on 
Horſeback, was by theſe Men and Anſel catch'd and oblig'd to tut the 
Throat of the Deer which they had juſt taken; and was alſo compell'd to 
ride with them on their Enterprizes, and to wear a Dagger by her Side, and 
Piſtols accordingly. After which they forced her to Parford's Alehouſe 
where they dined upon a Hanch of Verſion; and after Dinner ſent out twy 
Perſons to kill more Deer, not in his Majeſty's Foreſt but in Waltham-Chace 
belonging to the Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter. Calling one M adok Lyon, and 
another calling Ming, they glory'd in their Spoils, forgetting the Clouds of 
Dapger that then * o're them, nd the Miſeries that inevitably over. 
took them. 8 

As Death approach'd, their Indi ſpoſition increaſed, which they both ſaid 
was a greater J rouble to them, than the ſuffering a ſhameful Death, as it 
in a great Meaſure prevented their induſtrious Performances in a religious 
Way ; but they humbly hoped, that as Sickneſs proceeded from God, God 
would make merciful Allowances for their great Weakneſs and Indiſpoſition, 

7. JAMES ANSELL, otherwiſe STEPHEN PHILIPS, was about 30 
Years of Age, who for ſome Years had led an unſcttled Life; being often 
at Gul h rd, Portſmouth, London, &c. When in the Marſbalſea Priſcn, as 
he ia:d, he eaſily got free, and he believed even his Enemies had ſince that 
lime a good Opinion of him. He farther ſaid, that tho' ſome People were 
ready to lay Indictments againit him at Guildferd Afl:zes, if he eſcaped Death 


at London, yet he valued not of a Ruſh what they could do againſt him; 


for tho' he had been long ſuſpeQed of robbing by a large Hill that is in the 
Road between Grildford and Port ſmout h, not far from Lephouk, and had many 
Years ago committed one Robbery there; yet he could prove that he kept 
up (the Country having a Suſpicion of him) during the whole Time, when 
all thoſe Robberies they intended to bring againſt him were committed by 


ether Hands. 4 


He afterwards acknowledg'd two Robberies on the Portſ9.0uth Road, and alſo the ſhooting 
great Numbers of Deer; but ſaid he was moſt concern d, that he had defircy'd any Woods, 
or done any Damage, in Squire Norton's Park, becauſe he had heard that that Gentleman, 
wien bis Majeſty enquired of the Nature of the People call d Blacks, gave à very favourable 
Actou:it of them. He ſaid he could diſcover above twenty Offenders not taken; but as he 
had. mention'd ſome, and no Notice taken of it to his Advantage, he was only ſorry he had 
ſpoke at ali. Being ask'd if they had any farther Deſign, beſides the killing of Deer? He an- 
ſwer'd that he had not. Being farther ask'd if he be long d to thoſe Men who kill'd the Mau 
at the Inn - He ſaid he knew ſeveral of that Company, bur had no Hand in that Murder. 

This Priſoner, judging it impoſſible he ſhould eſcape the Law as long to extend his Lite, ſet 
Eimſelf very carneſily to pe: form his Duty; was inceſſantly at Prayers, received the Sacra- 


ment with the greateſt Nevotion, and appear'd very devout to che laſt Moment of his Life. 


At the Place of Execution. 


- i E Morning they ſuffer'd, all of them having an earneſt Deſire to receive the Sacrament, 
all ackaowledguy the Mudder who committed it, and the others the Felony ; the Sacra- 
ment was given to the ſeven Ferſuis. Farum was defirous to be then clea d by the others, 
but was told twas an improper I ume, and would ruffle their Minds with worldly Thoughts, 
when they ought to be intent alone on Heaven, When carry d to ſuffer, the Faleneſs and 
Symptoms of Death that appear d in their Aſpects, muſt make every one reflect: When God 
viſits Man for his Offences, how vain is his Strength and Courage | They who were able ſtood 
up in the Cart, during the Prayers at the Tree; but none appear'd to have any Power to 
pray, except Poilips. Iho Paryin had before told me, he had reſien'd all Hopes of Lite, 
vet at the Moment of Death it appear'd otherwiſe ; for, with wichful Eyes he look'd for a 
Reprieve, which he continually expected to be riding ap towards the Tiee. The Cart being 
drawn from under them, they al! lifted up their Hands toward Heaven, and in a Moment 
appear d to be dead. Ihlis is all the Account that can be given by me 


I. PGRxN HY, Ordinary d Claplain. 
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